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2019 to 2020 has brought about many changes in our society, and great strides in 

MCCPIN’s presence in public policy arenas. 

 

 

 

 Public Policy Committee is made up of:  Brenda Hruza, Ramsey County; Jackie Dripps, Stevens 

County; Sheryl Warner, Hennepin County; Theresa Peplinski, Olmsted County; Liz Harris, 

Washington County.  The committee work takes place through email, phone calls and text.  The 

group has provided great insight and direction from across the state (still looking for northern 

Minnesota member!).  This has given MCCPIN the ability to think through public policy topics on a 

broad perspective. 

 

 COVID-19 has brought many of us to our knees in public policy.  The economic impact has been 

dynamic.  Funding and prioritizing of child care has always been a challenge, now we are Essential 

Always workers!  This has brought about MCCPIN being involved with:  Statewide working groups, 

Governor’s Children Cabinet, Legislators, agencies etc.  

 

 Legislative work has been suspended due to COVID-19 but will be intermittently working and we 

will work diligently to attempt to get a few of our agenda items passed.  In particular:  Safe Sleep 

and the July 2020 ‘cliff’ of 3 & 4 Stars eligible for Early Learner Scholarships being extended and 

modified. 

 

 Task Force work has been enlightening and powerful with cooperative efforts and partnerships 

being established.  There is much work to do and even more now with whatever the ‘after Covid-19’ 

normal will become. 

 

 Broader Public Policy Activity/Partnerships have continued to be realized.  MCCPIN is being 

recognized as a solid voice for Licensed Family Child Care and has been asked to ‘be at the table’ 

with many agencies and working groups.  Some are: Moving the Needle, National T.E.A.C.H. 

organization, St Paul Early Childhood Education expansion, Achieve Committee, Crisis Workgroup, 

DHS-fingerprint rollout, Parent Aware grants, REETAIN Work Group. 

 

It has been a pleasure and an honor to represent MCCPIN over the past year as the Public Policy 

Chairperson!   
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